Milton Historical Society

Common Ground

Spring 2011

Boats! Buttons! Beans! Beer!
Walking & Brewery Tour in Milton

Milton Historical Society Partners with Dogfish
Head for Tours

The Milton Historical Society and Dogfish
Head Brewery announce a joint history walking and
brewery tour in Milton.

Known as, “Head of Broadkill,” the town of Milton
enjoys a rich heritage, with 198 structures listed on
the National Register of Historic Places. The walking
tour will review the town’s eatly history and include a
lively discussion of the ship captains and seafaring
men who called Milton home. A broad range of
architectural styles will be featured and button sheds,
barns, and outbuildings will be discussed as the tour
winds through side lanes and alleys. The tour will also
incorporate a history of the King Cole Cannery, part
of the site where Dogfish Head brewery is located.

Following a 45 minute walking tour, visitors will have
a tour of the Dogfish Head brewery, with a behind-
the-scenes peek at the brewhouse, the cellars
(including 3 huge wooden tanks), and the packaging
hall. Participants will have the opportunity to sample
Dogfish beers and shop for cool merchandise!

The tour will last approximately 2 hours (10-10:45am
walking outdoors and 11am brewery tour) and cover a
little over a mile. Sturdy, closed toe shoes are required
and plenty of sun block and hats are recommended.
Identification is required for tasting.

Right: Workers process broccoli at King Cole, Milton,
c. 1960. The walking tour will explore manufacturing
In Milton—from its heyday as a shipbuilding center to
cottage industries like button cutting to a canning
town. Today, the largest employer is Dogfish Head.

DATES : Saturday, May 21st, 10am

Saturday, June 18", 10am
Saturday, July 16™, 10am
Saturday, August 20, 10am
Saturday, September 17, 10am

WHERE: Meet under the Steampunk Treehouse at
Dogtish Head, 6 Village Center Blvd., Milton, DE
19968. Tours will depart promptly at 10am.

COST: $5 for non-members and FREE for MHS
members

This tour is limited to 20 participants. Reservations
are suggested. For more information or to reserve a
space, call (302)684-1010 or visit
www.historicmilton.org. Reservations can also be
made by emailing info@historicmilton.org.




WE WANT YOU! BECOME A VOLUNTEER!

Interested in volunteering? Training sessions will be held
on Saturdays April 204, April 16t and May 7. All
sessions will begin at 10am and conclude by noon.

The museum’s greatest need is for “docents”. A docent is
a host of the museum, welcoming visitors and acting as a
guide and interpreter of the exhibits. Docents are essential
to the museum’s operation: without docents our museum
couldn’t be open on a regular basis. Becoming a docent is
a great way to learn more about Milton and to share what
you know with visitors to the museum. If you are a
friendly person who loves learning and sharing, this
important volunteer position is for you.

Other volunteer needs include: assistance at special events,
collections cataloguing (must be proficient with
computers), gift shop sales, refreshments, and landscape
maintenance. Call 302-684-1010 to sign up.

m WISH LIST
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] ®  We need a new speaker’s podium. A basic

™ model will cost $200.

: ® Are you a good carpenter? We are looking for
- help building basic exhibition cases and

- platforms.
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NEWS & VIEWS
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Salon Milton celebrated its 5% Anniversary with its Annual
Fundraiser and community bake sale to benefit the Milton
Historical Society. Thanks to contributions from the
community to the bake sale and raffle, along with the
donation of salon services by Salon Milton, the event
raised $1500. THANK YOU SALON MILTON!
Pictured are members of Salon Milton (L to R): Daria
Rowe, Roi Barnard, Amelia Miles, Salon Milton
owner John Potocki, Robert McGowan, and Opal
McAdams. Missing from photo: Amber Jones. Photo
by: Lynne Sadler
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The Milton Historical Society recently celebrated the
opening of the exhibit, Captain Comwell’s Milton . An
honored guest at the event was Captain Conwell’s
grandson, Dr. James White. He donated many of the items
in the exhibit, which runs through September 17,
Pictured above are (L to R): Tim and Patti Nicholson,
Melinda Huff, Dr. James and Nancy White.
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CIVIL WAR CONVERSATIONS

Wednesday, April 27 at 7pm

“We must not be enemies.” Presented by Kevin Kelly
Please join with us for an evening of storytelling in the first
of a series of conversations in recognition of the
Sesquicentennial Anniversary of the Civil War. We will
revisit the decisions made and the truths defended which
divided the American people into factions so hardened
that compromise failed and force of arms alone prevailed.
We will listen to the words of Lincoln’s First Inaugural
Address; to his clear statement of the issues before the
people and to his equally clear warning of the
consequences of their choices. And we will tell the stories
of the people whose stories often go untold and search
again for the lessons to be learned.

And this summer, join us for (DATE TBD)

“...in the gladdest days and in the darkest nights...”
This summer we will meet for the second in our series of
conversations marking the Sesquicentennial of the Civil
War. The First Battle of Bull Run (or First Manassas, if
you prefer) will provide our focus for the evening, but the
impact of war on the people who experienced it and on
the governments and leaders who served them will be our
purpose.

FROM THE MHS Collection

Photograph of Lavina’s Camp Meeting, 1911

“Lavina’s Camp was located in the woods, over the bridge,
on what is today Lavinia Street. The first part of the woods
was the site of the AME Camp, attended by the African
American members of that congregation. The camp
pictured below was attended by white members of the
Methodist Church.

Many would come to Milton to visit during the summer to
attend the camp. Many Milton citizens, members of
Milton’s two Methodist congregations, rented or owned a
cottage. The cottages were in a circle, surrounding the
tabernacle. One citizen remembers the late Mr. & Mrs.
William Stevens having the boarding tent, where meals
were served. Another senior citizen tells that some boys
found some black tar and spread it on the seats of the
outhouse. You can imagine the results.

There are many who remember attending the last-known
service at the camp. It was Sunday afternoon the week-end
of Milton’s Sesquicentennial, August 1957. Dr. Donald
Clendaniel was the preacher and many attended the service
on a pretty August afternoon.” Account taken from a
typewritten manuscript in the MHS' collection.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT A GLANCE

Friday, April 15th, 7pm
Speaker Series with Mike Dixon
Unlocking the History of An Old House

Wednesday, April 27, 7pm
Civil War Conversations with Kevin Kelly

Saturday, April 30 6pm (Doors open 5:30)
Annual Dinner

Thursday, May 5%, Bus departs 8am
Trip to Washington, D.C.

Friday, May 6th, 7pm
Speaker Series with Michael Morgan
Milton and the Homefront during WW1I

Saturday, May 21+, 10am
Walking & Brewery Tour in Milton

Friday, June 100, 7pm
Speaker Series with Joan Larrivee
Historic Tax Credits

Milton Historical Society
P.O. Box 112

210 Union Street

Milton, DE 19968
302.684.1010
Info@historicmilton.oro

COULD THIS BE YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER?
The 2011 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE is underway. If you
haven’t already renewed your membership consider doing

so now or this will be your final newsletter®

Name:

Address:

Phone: Email:

Membership category:

oOlndividual ($25) OFamily ($35) OSupporting ($250)
OSustaining ($500) OPartnerning ($1,000)

Make checks payable to MHS & return to PO Box 112,

Milton, DE 19968  If you've already renewed, thank you!
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